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CHILDREN IN CARE 

700. Dr J.M. WOOLLARD to the Minister for Community Development, Women’s Interests, Seniors 
and Youth: 

(1) Within the past 12 months, how many children have been placed in departmental foster or residential 
care in the age groups zero to six, seven to 12 and 13 to 18 years?   

(2) Of those children, how many have been abused either physically, psychologically or sexually by other 
children, staff or foster carers?   

(3) How many critical incidents has the minister been notified of in the past 12 months concerning children 
who have been placed in residential or foster care?   

(4) Do the critical incidents include incidents or behaviours of a sexual nature?   

(5) If not, how many additional incidents of a sexual nature have occurred against children in foster or 
residential care in the above groups?  

Ms S.M. McHALE replied: 

I thank the member for some notice of this question. 

(1)-(5) I am informed that 2 140 children were in foster or residential care at some stage during the period 
between 1 July 2003 and 30 June 2004.  As at 1 June 2004, 1 526 children were in foster care or 
residential care.  The number of the various age groups were: zero to six years, 581; seven to 12 years, 
576; and 13 to 18 years, 369.  Fifteen of the 2 140 children had been abused in some form physically, 
psychologically or sexually by foster carers, staff or children.  Seven were aged zero to six; seven were 
aged seven to 12 and one was aged 13 to 18.   

The Department for Community Development brings to my attention numerous high-risk matters and 
case practice issues.  As this information is provided to me by the department in a variety of ways, 
including verbally, it is not possible to provide a specific number.  Some of the critical incidents that 
have been drawn to my attention include inappropriate behaviour of a sexual nature between children.  
Not all such incidents are recorded in one data system; therefore, it is not possible to provide the 
information in the time available.  The eradication of abuse of children placed in the care of the State is 
the Government’s key priority.  Through the department, the Government has introduced a number of 
very significant reforms that go to the heart of this issue.  These are, of course, the funding of 115 new 
child protection and children in care workers; the introduction of compulsory training; the introduction 
of a central register of fosters carers, which never existed before; the establishment of the duty of care 
unit within the department to assure quality services in relation to abuse in care allegations and critical 
instances - 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, members! 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  This change was to remove once and for all the shameful indifference shown by the 
previous Government in relation to the legal rights of children. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  What hypocrisy! 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  The Leader of the Opposition does not like the truth.  

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Look at the statistics under your performance. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I will give an example, Leader of the Opposition. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Children are being abused under your watch.  You’ve failed! 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Listen to this, Leader of the Opposition: only five children were referred to independent 
legal advice from 1993 to 2000, and the number of such referrals was 162 in the past 12 months.  We have 
corrected a shameful history - one that I am not proud of.  However, at least we are pleased to ensure that the 
responsibilities regarding the basic rights of children are met.  Finally, the Government has required relative 
carers to be screened to the same degree of scrutiny as general carers, and has acted to ensure respect is shown 
for foster carers.  
 


